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Mussel Condition Index and Sea Temperature for Dunmanus- 2025

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52

Weeks

i | ey S5 Temp

25

23

18

17

15

13

11

Sea Temperature (in Celcius)

Rialtas na hEireann
Government of Ireland

Arna chomhchistit ag
an Aontas Eorpach

Co-Funded by the
European Union



Larvae population evolution in Dunmanus Bay

For each sample, mussel larvae are classed by age: 1 week old, 1 to 2 weeks old, 2 to 3 weeks old, 3 to 4

weeks old, over 4 weeks old and others (younger or older).

Mussel Larvae Population and Sea Temperature for Dunmanus - 2025
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Commentary

The Condition Index (Cl) in Dunmanus was stable on week 29 (-0.2 % to 35.2%). The sea temperature

decreased by 1.6°C to 17.4°C.

The larvae population was stable at 887 spat/m*® composed of 4 to 6 weeks old larvae.

Considering the larvae age class, some settlement could happen in the next weeks (Week 30 and 31).

The concentration of sea squirts in the sample significantly increase to 1603 ind./m>. The sample also present
high concentrations of copepods and high levels of tube worm, barnacles, crab and starfish. The

phytoplankton biomass in the sample was moderate with Protoperidinium and Ceratium dominant.

Although the level of sea squirt is high, some fouling mitigation could be expected considering the
high level of copepods. However, possible settlement of tubeworms and barnacles could generate

further fouling. The settlement of starfish should also be monitored at farm level.
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Phytoplankton Distribution

= Known = Potential = Dinoflagellate

The phytoplankton concentration increased in Week 29 to 26,760 cells/litre, dominated by dinoflagellate
(68%) and known food source species (32%).
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