
 

  

Extended Seed Mussel Survey  Report for the South Glassgorman and 
Rosslare / Wexford – 02 and 03/09/2024 
Methodology:  

Acoustic data collection using 400 kHz side scan sonar, data processing on SonarWiz 6 and  ground 

truthing of acoustic targets with a standard seed mussel fishing dredge meter dredge (Van Lancker 

et al., 2007; van Overmeeren et al., 2009; BIM, 2016; Chopin, 2024). The spatial data (dredge and grabs) 

was recorded using ESRI Field Maps with the Arrow 100 GNSS receiver for submeter accuracy. 

 

Area surveyed: East of Courtown (or South Glassgorman), and around the Long Bank outside 

Wexford Harbour. 

Survey details: 

South Glassgorman (see Map 1): 

Acoustic data, using side scan sonar, was collected from three areas where seed mussel 

settlements were previously observed. 11 targets were logged and investigated using the dredge. A 

total of 8 tows were carried out. No seed was found, only mixed bryozoans and stones. 

Extended survey around the Long Bank: 

- North side (Map 2): In addition to a survey carried out in July, multiple tows were carried out 

on the 4/09/2024. TR22 was located near the Bar Buoy at the entry of the harbour, no seed 

was found. Four tows  (TR23, 24, 25 and 26) were completed between the West Long Buoy 

and the North Long (Whistler), again no seed or spat was found in the area. Moving between 

the Long Bank and the Lucifer Bank (location of the 2022 seed mussel bed), two more tows 

were carried out (TR 31 and 32), no seed was found. Following report of spat fall on whelk pots 

ropes, three tows were done north of the North Long Buoy. Traces of spat (2 mm length) on 



 

  

stones and bryozoans were found in TR33 and TR35, indicating that some larvae settlement 

occurred likely occurred at the end of July. Further tows (TB12, TB13, TR36, 37 and 38) were 

carried out along the shore within the Raven SPA to assess potential spat fall and adult 

mussel presence (BIM, 2023). No seed or mussel was found throughout those tows. 

 

- South side (Map3): 4 tows (TR27, 28, 29 and 30) were carried out outside Rosslare, starting 

north of the settlement area. Despite traces of spat found in the South Shear at the end of 

May, no seed was found in any of the 4 tows; indicating that the May spat did not survive. 
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